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Mathematics 
Quarter 1 – Module 16: 

Solving Problems Involving 

Subtraction 

 



 

 

Introductory Message 

 

This Self-Learning Module (SLM) is prepared so that you, our 

dear learners, can continue your studies and learn while at home.  

Activities, questions, directions, exercises, and discussions are 

carefully stated for you to understand each lesson.  

Each SLM is composed of different parts.  Each part shall guide 

you step-by-step as you discover and understand the lesson 

prepared for you.  

Pre-tests are provided to measure your prior knowledge on 

lessons in each SLM. This will tell you if you need to proceed on 

completing this module or if you need to ask your facilitator or your 

teacher’s assistance for better understanding of the lesson. At the 

end of each module, you need to answer the post-test to self-

check your learning. Answer keys are provided for each activity 

and test. We trust that you will be honest in using these.  

In addition to the material in the main text, Notes to the 

Teacher are also provided to our facilitators and parents for 

strategies and reminders on how they can best help you on your 

home-based learning.  

Please use this module with care. Do not put unnecessary 

marks on any part of this SLM. Use a separate sheet of paper in 

answering the exercises and tests.  And read the instructions 

carefully before performing each task.  

If you have any questions in using this SLM or any difficulty in 

answering the tasks in this module, do not hesitate to consult your 

teacher or facilitator.  

Thank you.
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This module builds directly on your fluency with subtraction, 

addition, and mastery of reading with comprehension. 

This is the final module of the 1st Quarter. You are 

encouraged to apply the tools, representation, and concepts you 

have learned on problem-solving using subtraction and addition. 

The lesson requires you to demonstrate the flexibility of your 

thinking and reasoning for a variety of problem types. 

The lesson is arranged to follow the standard sequence of 

the course but the order in which you read them can be changed 

to correspond with the Grade 3 learning materials you are now 

using. 

After going through this module, you are expected to:  

1. Solve the routine problem in subtraction with addition 

including money using appropriate solving strategies. 

 

Enjoy your journey. Good luck! 

  

 

What I Need to Know 
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What I Know 

 

Read, analyze and solve: 

 

1. Becca wanted to sell 1 876 tickets for the dance 

exhibition. She has sold 934 tickets. How many tickets 

should she sell? 

 

2. Mr. Marquez has 8 874 chickens in his poultry. Only 4 322 

lay eggs. How many chickens do not lay eggs? 

 

3. Last year, Miss Thea’s monthly salary was ₱32 500. This year 

her salary is ₱35 350. Find the amount of her increase in 

salary. 

 

4. Paul ordered rice at ₱2 200 per sack. He paid ₱4 500 to 

the seller for 2 sacks of rice. How much is the change? 

 

5. A group of pupils helped distributed 7 685 bags of goods 

to victims of the earthquake. If there were originally 2 

groups of donations with 4 100 bags from the first group 

and 5 023 bags for the second group, how many bags still 

need to be distributed? 
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Lesson 
Solving Routine Problem in Subtraction 

with Addition Including Money Using 

Appropriate Solving Strategies 

 

In this module, you will learn how to solve routine problems in 

subtraction including money using appropriate solving strategies.  

 

 

 

What’s In 

 

Color the differences. Subtract the given numbers. Color the 

boxes with the corresponding color code for the differences. 

  

310 – RED     651 – ORANGE  

 415 – GREEN    316 – BLUE  

 441 – YELLOW    23 – PURPLE 

 

 

 

 

735 – 425 = 

794 – 143 = 

852 – 311 = 

253 – 230 = 

487 – 171 = 

 658 – 243 = 
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What’s New 

 

Activity 1 

Solve the following problem using the steps in solving 

problem. 

1. Mother gave Rico ₱30.00 last Friday. Rico spent ₱15.00 for 

his snacks. How much money was left? 

 

A. Understand: 

a. What is asked?      _________________________________ 

b. What are given?    _________________________________ 

B. Plan:  

a. What operation to be used? 

 ____________________ 

b. What number sentence can you make? 

_________________ 

C. Solve:  

a. Answer the number sentence:        

____________________ 

 

Notes to the Teacher 

Think of other alternative means that would help 

the pupils to understand more about the previous 

lesson. 
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What is It 

 

Remember the keywords that will help you know that the 

problem involves subtraction. These words will give you a clue: 

decrease, remaining, left, subtract, deduct, opposite, back, the 

rest, the change, and difference. 

In solving routine problems involving subtraction, these are 

the steps to follow in order to get the correct answer: 

 Read and understand the problem. 

a. Know what is asked 

b. Know the given 

 Plan what to do. 

a. Identify what possible operations to be used 

b. Give the number sentence 

 Solve the problem. 

a. Do the required operation 

 Check the answer. 

a. Do the reverse operation 
 

Example 1: Solve the problem in Activity 1 by following the steps. 

A. Understand: 

a. What is asked?          amount of money left 

b. What are given?        original money - ₱30.00  

money spent - ₱15.00  

B. Plan:  

a. What is the process to be used? subtraction  

b. What is the number sentence?  ₱30 – ₱15 = N 

C. Solve:  

a. Answer the number sentence:        ₱15.00 

D. Check: 

a. Use addition to check your answer: ₱15 + ₱15 = ₱ 30 
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Example 2: 

There were 2 995 people who went to watch a basketball 

game. Seated in the 1st row were 455 people and 531 people 

seated in the 2nd row. The rest of them were in the back rows. How 

many seated in the back rows? 

A. Understand: 

a. What is asked? number of people seated in the back rows  

b. What are given?    2 995 people, 455 and 531 were seated  

     in the 1st and 2nd rows 

B. Plan:  

a. What is the process to be used?     subtraction with addition 

b. What is the number sentence?       2 995 – (455 + 531) = N 

C. Solve:  

a. Answer the number sentence:  2 009 people were seated  

        at the back rows 

 

The example above is an example of a problem on subtraction 

with addition. There are problems that these two operations would 

be used to solve the problem. 

Example 3: The baker baked 384 cookies. He sold 250 cookies on 

Monday and 115 on Tuesday. How many cookies were left? 

 

A. Understand: 

a. What is asked?      number of cookies left 

b. What are given?   384 baked cookies, 250  

    and 115 cookies sold 

 

B. Plan:  

a. What is the process to be used?     subtraction with addition 

b. What is the number sentence?        384 – (250 + 115) = N 

 

C. Solve using the strategy:  

a. Answer the number sentence:    19 cookies were left 
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What’s More 

Activity 2  

Solve the following problems: 

1. Cora sold 5 485 raffle tickets. Four hundred seventy-three of 

them were paid. How many raffle tickets were not paid? 

 

2. Aling Martha earned ₱976 from selling meat. She spent ₱365 

for her family’s food. How much money was left? 

 

3. Mang Rexon harvested 84 ears of corn. He sold 46. How 

many remaining ears of corn were there? 

 

4. Elly picked 3 953 flowers of three kinds (Daisy, Rose, Santan) 

for the festival. There are 1 086 Daisy flowers and 756 Roses. 

How many Santan flowers she picked? 

 

5. A morning newspaper has 347 subscribers from Barangay A. 

An afternoon newspaper has 132 subscribers from Barangay 

B and 89 subscribers from Barangay C. How many more 

subscribers do the morning newspaper has than the 

afternoon newspaper? 

 
  



 

8 CO_Q1_Mathematics 3_ Module 16 

 

What I Have Learned 

 

Steps in solving problem: 

 Read and understand the problem. 

a. Know what is asked 

b. Know the given 

 

 Plan what to do. 

a. Identify the operation to be used 

b. Give the number sentence 

 

 Solve the problem. 

a. Do the required operation 

 

 Check the answer. 

a. Do the reverse operation 
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What I Can Do 

 

Activity 3 

Solve the following problem using the steps in solving 

problem. 

1. In a class of 42 pupils, 39 were present. How many were 

absent? 

A. Understand: 

a. What is asked?      _________________________________ 

b. What are given?    _________________________________ 

B. Plan:  

a. What operation to be used? ____________________ 

b. What number sentence can you make?      

_________________ 

C. Solve:  

a. Answer the number sentence: ___________________ 

 

2. There are 2 790 pupils enrolled in a school year. Before the 

classes start, there were 986 boys enrolled and another 

543 boys enrolled during and after the first day of classes.  

How many girls are enrolled? 

A. Understand: 

a. What is asked?      _________________________________  

b. What are given?    _________________________________ 

B. Plan:  

a. What operation to be used? ____________________ 

b. What number sentence can you make? 

_________________ 

C. Solve:  

a. Answer the number sentence:  ___________________ 
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Assessment 

 

Solve the following word problem using the steps in solving 

problems. 

 

1. Lenna was able to save ₱125.00 from her daily 

allowance. She wants to buy a wristwatch that cost   

₱9 315. How much more she needs to save so that she 

can buy the wristwatch? 

 

2. Rebecca planted 6 732 pechay seedlings. Six hundred 

twenty-one of the seedlings were destroyed by the 

animals. How many pechay seedlings were Rebecca 

expect to grow? 

 

3. There are 59 new Mathematics books in the library. If 27 

are grade 2 books and 16 are grade 3 books while the 

rest are grade 4 books, how many books are there for 

grade 4 pupils? 

 

4. Lady saved ₱9 000 in a bank. She withdrew ₱3 500 to 

buy groceries. How much of Lady’s money is left in the 

bank?  

 

5. Teacher Maria wants to buy a TV set for her classroom 

worth ₱5 795. The Barangay Councilors donated             

₱ 878.00 and ₱500 from the Barangay Captain. How 

much more does she need? 
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Additional Activities 

 

Activity 5 

Solve the following problems below but this time try to solve it 

mentally. Write your answer directly without writing the solution on 

the paper then compare your answer to the answer key found on 

the next page. 

 

1. Jenny had ₱95. She spent ₱30 for her juice and biscuits. 

How much money was left? 

 

2. The farmer gathered 93 bananas in the orchard. Forty-

two were yellow. How many were not yellow? 

 

3. Bryan has 68 marbles. He gave his brother 32 marbles. 

How many were left to him? 

 

4. Athena had ₱850.00, she bought a pair of slippers worth  

₱275.00, how much change did she get? 

 

5. A company printed 9 500 books. If 98 565 books are 

needed, how many books does the company have to 

print? 
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Answer Key 

    

    

Additional Activity 

1.₱ 65.00  

2.46 unripe bananas 

3.36 marbles 

4.₱ 575.00 

5.7,615 books 

Assessment 

1.₱ 9 190 

2.6 111 pechay seedlings 

3.16 books 

4.₱ 5,500 

5.₱ 4,417 

What I Can Do 

Activity 3 
 

1.A. a. number of absent 

     b. 42 pupils, 39 were 

present 

B. a. subtraction 

     b. 42 -39 = N 

C. a. 3 pupils were absent 

 

2.A. a. number of girls 

     b. 2 790 pupils enrolled 

 986 and 543 boys 

enrolled 

B. a. subtraction with 

addition 

     b. 2790 – (986 + 543) = N 

C. a. 1,261 girls 

What’s More 

Activity 2 

1.1 412 raffle tickets not 

paid 

2.₱ 611 were left 

3. 38 ears of corn 

4.2 111 Santan flowers 

5.126 subscribers 

 

 

What's In 

   
1.310 – RED 

2.415 – GREEN 

3.441 – YELLOW 

4.651 – ORANGE 

5.316 – BLUE 

6.23 – PURPLE 

 

What I Know 

1.942 tickets she should 

sell. 

2.4 552 chicken didn’t lay 

egg. 

3.Php 2 850.00 amount 

increase her salary. 

4.Php 100.00 is the 

amount of the change. 

5.1 438 bags of goods 

needed to be 

distributed. 
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